


















Hastings Banner  July, 28th, 1909 
 
MISUNDERSTANDING OF VERBAL 
              ORDERS GIVEN FIREMAN SETH 
                          CHANDLER CAUSED THE 
WRECK 
 
 So Decided Jury at Coroner Burton's 
 Inquest Closed Thursday. 
 
NO BLAME LAID ON BEN McMURRAY, 
                                  FORMER STATION AGENT AT 
DELTON 
 
Railroad Commissioner Sculley Discovered No 
     Order Boards Are used on the Road, and  
          Brings Out Other Interesting Facts. 
............................................................................................................
....................................................... 
   "We the members of the jury, find that Seth Chandler came to his 
death by being crushed in a collision 
between C.K.&S train No. 3 and train No. 6, on Thursday afternoon 
July 15.  We find the direct cause of 
the accident to be due to a misunderstanding of Thomas Clark's order 
at Shultz to pull up and back in on 
the siding by said Chandler, the fireman of the passenger train. 
A.F. Sylvester 
George Menhennick 
Ernest L. Edmonds 
James L. Crawley 
R.W. Cook 
A.E. Johnson 
...........................................................................................................................
............................................ 



    The above verdict was returned by Coroner Burton's jury which held an 
inquest over the remains of Seth Chandler,  
fireman of the passenger train who was killed in the wreck on the C.K.&S 
railroad. The inquest adjourned from the preceding Saturday, was a long 
drawn out affair and the Jury did not retire till 3:10, returning a verdict 
nearly an hour later. 
 The State was represented at the inquest by State Railroad 
Commissioner Sculley, of Ionia, and by Prosecuting Attorney W.W. Potter. 
Attorney N.H. Stewart, of Kalamazoo and Attorney P.T. Colgrove appeared 
for the railroad company. 
 Testimony had not been listened to very long before it was apparent 
that the entire crew of the passenger train knew of the presence of the freight 
train at Shultz. While Ben McMurray, formerly agent at Delton, failed to 
deliver the orders there is no direct proof that he was responsible for the 
awful accident. Cross examination by Mr. Sculley, of Mr. Sergeant 
superintendent of the railroad, showed that the epuipment of the road and the 
matter of running it, were not first class, and that the equipment was such 
that in the space of half an hour McMurray was unable to head off the train 
at a station about seven miles distant. Granted that the entire crew of the 
passenger trian knew that the freight train was ahead, as testimony showed, 
the true reason of the wreck was known only to the dead men. If the 
locomotive became uncontrollable for a time, or if Engineer Mead was 
stricken at his post, the blame of the wreck is lifted entirely from Mr. 
McMurray. If the trian crew had not received orders at Shultz to back in on 
the siding, then the blame might be placed on Mr. McMurray. 
 Commissioner Sculley's questions brought out some startling facts 
about methods used in running the road. Mr Sergeant stated on the stand that 
no other boards are used on the road, and it was further brought out that 
some of the telephones used for dispatching services on the line were located 
in country stores and not in stations. 
 Prosecuting Attorney Potter states that noone will be prosecuted. The 
only person liable might be Ben McMurray, but his name was not even 
mentioned in the verdict brought in by the coroner's Jury. The State railroad 
commissioner will obtain a copy of the testimony and may make out a list of 
changes in equipment of the road. Mr. Sculley stated that the commission 
had ordered no order boards, as it was taken for granted that no good 
railroad would be without them. 
 The inquest on Thursday was changed from the supervisors room to 
the court room in order that the crowd might be accommodated. The first 
person called to the stand was Ben McMurray, former agent of Delton, on 



whom an effort had been made to lay the entire responsibility of the 
collision. Mr. McMurray told the story of his neglect to deliver the orders 
and his vain attempts to head off the train by telephone dispatching service. 
He said Mr. Sergeant called him up 20 minutes before the passenger train 
was due and gave him an order to deliver to conductor Tom Clark of the 
passenger  ordering the trains to pass at Shultz. Agent Leinaar at Hastings 
received the same order at Hastings, and delivered them to the crew of the 
freight train then awaiting orders at Hastings. Mr. McMurray wrote down 
the orders in triplicate form in the book and left them on the desk. Testimony 
showed that the job at Delton is a one man job. It is the duty of the agent to 
sell tickets, handle the baggage, freight and express, to deliver train orders 
and to go to the post office after the mail. On this day Mr. McMurray, who 
had resigned his position, was instructing George Crates, his Successor 
about the duties at the station. After Mr. McMurray received the orders he 
went to the Post Office after the mail. He returned to the Station and the 
train pulled in. He watched Crates perform his duties of loading milk cans 
into the baggage car. As the train drew away he returned to the office and 
discovered the orders in the book. Seizing the book he rushed out of doors 
and after the train, which was then half a block away. "I didn't think a failure 
to deliver the orders would result in a wreck, as the train had ample time of 
37 minutes in which to reach Shultz" said Mr. McMurray. 
 He then related how he tried to stop the train at Cloverdale and at 
Shultz. At Cloverdale he called up Pattens store in which the railroad 
company's telephone is located. This store is about 150 feet from the station. 
When he finally succeeded in getting someone, he was told the train had just 
left the station. McMurray then tried both lines to Shultz but received no 
response. About four o'clock, he said Mr. Sergeant called him up and 
inquired whether he had delivered the orders at Delton, Mr. McMurray said 
"No". Mr. Sergeant replied "That's all I want to know", and hung up the 
receiver. Mr. McMurray had no knowledge of the wreck till Crates was 
notified by the agent at Hastings. 
 "I suppose when you received the orders you used the order board" 
said Coroner Burton. 
"there is no order board on the line", replied Mr McMurray. 
 Further questioning revealed the fact that the road is without this 
essentail equipment for the protection of passengers. It also revealed the fact 
that there is no rule requiring the conductor to call for orders. 
 
Sergeant on the Stand 



 
 Great interest was roused when superintendent Sergeant testified. He 
was on the stand longer than anyone else. Mr Sculley took a hand in the 
questioning and the facts he brought out and the manner in which he asked 
them caused Attorney Stewart to inquire rather warmly whether an inquest 
or a trail was being held. Mr. Sergeant explained that the master mechanic 
had notified him that the engines were in good order and were fitted with 
airbrakes and signals. He said the bell rope had been discontinued after the 
air signal service had been installed. He stated that he had given the train 
orders simultaneously over the telephone to McMurray at Delton and 
Leinaar at Hastings. The freight was then at Hastings awaiting orders. 
 Mr. Sergeant stated that the company had had no orders from the 
railroad commissioners in regard to equipment used on the road, and that he 
knew of no inspection by the State. He said they had used no written orders 
on the road till the State ordered them and they were put into use in March. 
 Mr. Sculley then took a hand in probing the methods by which trains 
were run. 
"Do you remember of having a heated argument with railroad commissioner 
Dickinson in a Kalamazoo hotel last fall when he refused to ride over your 
line the next day unless you used written orders?' asked Mr. Sculley. 
 Mr. Sergeant replied that he did and that he used the written orders to 
satisfy  Mr. Dickinson, but that the triplicate system of written orders did not 
go into effect till March. In reply to a query he said no other boards for 
holding trains till orders are delivered were used on the line. "Do you think 
this is safe railroading?" asked the commissioner. "Ours has proven so until 
this accident" replied Mr. Sergeant. " With an agent having so many duties 
to perform, and being in danger of forgetting within half an hour to deliver 
the orders don't you think your road would be safer with order boards?" 
asked Mr. Sculley. 
 Mr. Sergeant admitted that it would, and Mr. Sculley then called 
attention to the fact that when the passenger train goes from Woodbury to 
Kalamazoo the passenger car is coupled next to the locomotive asking Mr. 
Sergeant whether he thought he was complying with law. 
 "I think so " replied Sergeant. Mr Stewart in defense of Mr. Sergeant 
stated that the State never ordered the company to use order boards to which 
Mr. Sculley replied that it was assumed that all railroads used them. 
 Mr. Sergeant explained that before the State ordered the present 
system of written orders, he had a system by which he called the conductors 
of trains on the road to the telephones and gave them orders simultaneously, 



and that a conductor could not move his train until he knew that the other 
conductors had received their orders also. It was brought out that the system 
of written orders had not worked so satisfactorily without the use of order 
boards as the original system discontinued by order of the State. It was also 
discovered that the conductor was not in the habit of calling for orders, and 
that it was not the custom of reading the orders to the fireman as is the 
system on other roads. 
 
Brakemans Important Testimony 
 
 Charles McCormick, brakeman of the freight trian, gave some 
important testimony which tended to show that Engineer Melvin Mead must 
have been aware that the freight train was ahead. He told how he flagged the 
passenger train South of Shultz when Mead slowed up to allow him to ride 
to the station. Ten cars of the freight were on the siding. He told fireman 
Chandler that the cars didn't clear very well from the main line. Clark 
understood the freight was ahead. McCormick testified that he heard 
conductor Clark tell Chandler to "Pull down and back in", and that the 
fireman acknowledged the order with a nod of his head. " I told Seth to pull 
down and back in, and gave him the back in sign". said McCormick and he 
also gave my order a nod of the head". 
 Mccormick said he heard the grind of the air brakes when the train 
stopped at Shultz and the release of the brakes when the train started. He told 
how he and Clark got off at the switch and shouted and did everything to 
attract the attention of the men on the ill-fated train when it pulled away with 
increasing speed. McCormick also explained that he had been stationed at 
the depot to flag the passenger train. 
 "Am I to understand that the engineer of that passenger train was 
supposed to get his orders from the brakeman of that freight train?, put in 
Mr. Sculley. 
 
Testimony of Tom Clark.  
 
 The inquest was resumed at half past one. Tom Clark, conductor of 
the passenger train taking the stand. Prosecuting attorney Potter at once 
brought out the fact that there were no order boards on the line to hold the 
train for orders, and that the conductors received orders when told. Mr. Clark 
said the air brakes were working satisfactorily. he verified the testimony of 
McCormick, but said he did not see Chandler acknowledge the order to "Pull 



down and back in" He said the air signalling system worked all right at the 
Crooked Lake Station and just as the train pulled into Shultz. he said he used 
every means to stop the train after it left him behind at the switch and that he 
would have gone on had he not seen McCormick after the train was flagged 
South of Shultz. 
 
Others Testify 
 
 Herb Burroughs, brakeman of the freight, testified that the freight 
train was equipped with air brakes and that there was nothing to indicate that 
they were used before the crash came. 
 Conductor Tom Walker, of the freight train, explained that he had 
received orders at Hastings, and that no air was used on the freight before 
the crash came. His testimony showed that the company had no printed  
rules except those used on the blanks for written orders. He explained the 
merits of the former system of receiving orders by phone. 
 Frank N. Maus, A Kalamazoo druggist was next called to the stand. 
He told how E.A. Burton of Hastings called his attention to the fact that the 
conductor had been left behind. He said that he at once went into the 
baggage car and told Ben Voorhees that Clark had been left behind. He said 
Ben rushed into the smoking compartment and pulled the emergency brake. 
He said Voorhees gave two or three pulls, that there was no answering 
whistle from the locomotive, and that after waiting for the reply he pulled it 
again: then the crash came. Mr Maus said he could see no way of signalling 
to the engineer. 
 James H. Dewing, vice president and general manager of the railroad, 
testified that the triplicate system of written orders had been put into use in 
March. He said he knew nothing about systems of orders on other roads and 
didn't know how to operate other roads. 
 "I see you don't have a brakeman on your train." said Mr. Sculley.  
"Yes Sir." replied Mr. Dewing "the baggageman is the brakeman also, 
though there is no braking done under the air brake system." 
 Mr Dewing in discussing the air siginals in cars, said that if there was 
no response from the engine after one had been operated, it would indicate 
that it didn't work. 
 Ben Voorhees told how he rushed into the car and pulled the 
emergency. He could not recall how many times he pulled the lever, as he 
was knocked senseless after the crash 
 County school commissioner E.J. Edger testified that he heard no 



signalling at Shultz, and that he did not remember hearing an air test. 
 Charles G. Weissert, who was in the smoking car when the crash 
came and who witnessed Voorhees efforts to stop the train by means of the 
emergency brake, said he had heard no order back at Shult, that Voorhees 
tried the emergency brake twice, and that the train,  in his estimation, was 
running about 15 miles an hour when the collision occured. 
 Charles Batchellor, another passenger in the smoking compartment 
said he heard Clark give the order to "Pull up and back in" Mr. Batchellor 
was the last witness called, and the jury went out at once. 
 
 
 
        


